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livestock of China [Cheng, 1985]; livestock of the former Soviet Union
[Dmitriev and Ernst, 1989]). In addition, the FAO publishes, at irregular
intervals, Animal Genetic Resources Information, a bulletin containing
short articles, news items, and book reviews about general topics.

Data Bases

The need for data bases on animal genetic resources has been
recognized in Asia (Society for the Advancement of Breeding Re-
searches in Asia and Oceania, 1980), Latin America (Muller-Haye,
1981), Africa (Organization of African Unity et al., 1985), and Europe
(European Association for Animal Production, 1984). Probably the
most important source of documentation for animal genetic resources
is the data base of the Commonwealth Bureau of Animal Breeding
and Genetics (operating under the Commonwealth Agricultural Bu-
reaux [CAB]) (Turton, 1984). It consists of the Animal Breeding Ab-
stracts, a journal that has been in existence for more than 55 years,
and a computer-stored version of the journal, CAB Abstracts, which
was started in 1973 and is maintained by the Knight Ridder Company's
Dialog Information Services, Miami, Florida; the European Space Agency
Retrieval Service, Frascati, Italy; and Deutsches Institut fur Medizinische
Dokumentation und Information (DIMDI, German Institute for Medical
Documentation and Information), Koln, Germany. As an abstracting
service, the CAB data base does not fulfill all content and retrieval
requirements for use in animal genetic resources. Another, more seri-
ous problem is that it contains only a small amount of information
from developing countries (Hodges, 1986).

The FAO and the UNEP have implemented pilot trials to estab-
lish data bases for animal genetic resources in Africa, Asia, and Latin
America. Methodologies for data handling, including data entry and
retrieval, and descriptor lists for the major species have been devel-
oped. During data collection, it was found that only 25 to 30 percent
of important information for the characterization of animal popula-
tions was included in the CAB data base (Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization, 1986b,c,d). Much of the information from developing
countries is not readily available to an abstracting service because it
is not published or has a restricted distribution. Further, the need for
foreign language translations inevitably reduces the volume of mate-
rial that can be covered. Thus, an urgent need exists for establishing
comprehensive data bases to store and make available more complete
information on the genetic resources of animal populations.

Workshops were held in the three regions to evaluate the pilot
trials, and conclusions were published in three reports (Food and